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with ridiculous deadlines and profanity-spewing
hotheads-could Maximum Street Performance’s
Joe Marasco and company take a brand-new 'Busa
straight from the shipping crate and make it run
an 8-second quarter-mile in less than 8 hours?
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The challenge was simple: Take a brand-new Suzuki Hayabusa right out of the
shipping crate at the dragstrip starting line and, over the course of a single 8-hour
work day, have the bike lapging in the 8-second hracket without breaking the
hank. From cate to the 8s in —does the Discovery Channel know about this?

For the record, this was all loe Marasco's idea. Super Stregthike readers
will likely recognize Marasco's name. He is the owner of Maximum Street
Performance Suzuki in Heath, Ohie, the source of some of the most consistent-
ly quick streetbikes (and draghikes) in the country, and he’s legendary for his
grudge-racing exploits with (now ex-rider} Keith "Shine” Dennis. Even though
he's the ane who dreamed up this scheme, as the sun sets over Bradenton
Motorsports Park in Bradenton, Florida, and the ‘Busa in question hasn't yet
dipped into the 85, Marasco probably wishes he had never left Ohio. It hasn't
quite been & hours yet, but the light is almost gone and the rack owner is
definitely getting anxious.

Why the late hour? The weather hasn't exactly been cooperative. Moming
rains left the track dotted with puddles, and after the rain cleared, a devil's
wind howled across the strip. At one paoint, conditions were so bad the track
owner threatened to limit runs to the eighth mile, and that just wasn't geing
to wark for this story (in addition o us, Troy Coughlin's Pro Mod Mustang,
Marty Ladwig's 200-mph, 4-cylinder Cobalt and a handful of other big-buck
racecars were on sitel.

Fortunatehy, things cleared up by noon, and the full quarter-mile was open
for testing, so the MSP crew got straight to business. In addition to pit boss
Marasco, MSP go-to guys Mark Hill, Richard Luzador and Josh Davis were on
hand, plus pro rider 5tu Hamiy, who would pilot the bike, and Dan Rudd of
Matorcycle Performance Specialties (MPS), who would add some additional
tuning expertise {and if the editor mixes up "MSP” and "MP5," I'm gonna get
a serious case of PMS). Marasco officially started the dock at 1215 p.m. and
Team MSPIMPS got to work like a NASCAR crew during a final-lap pit stop. it
was just a matter of minutes before they had unpacked the "Busa and assem-
bled it to showroom stock condition. Fresh, white shipping grease on the
chain, blue plastic wrap on the exhaust cans—this is what a ‘Busa looks like
straight from the factory.

"Here's what I'm thinking,” Marasco announced. *What I'd like to do is get
the bike broken in, buzz it around the pits a little bit to get some miles on it,
then put it on the dyno [Marasco had his mobile dyno with him that dayl, and
just let it run o save us the trouble of going to the street. Omce it's broken in
we'll add pump gas, dyna it stock for a basefine setting, and then let Stu make
somme passes on it and see what it does. If that all works well, then we'll go
for iL" Sounds like a plan.
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Ore Howr And Cousting
Assembly went smoothly, and now the bike was being broken in. Hamby took

some slow laps around the Bradenton grounds before Marasco put some more
miles on it strapped to the Dynojet drum

ling cocky, the team broke early for pizza and hot wings. They even took

a few precious minutes off to screw with some guys who brought a twin
turbo Viper that reportedly ran high 7s. In addition to the box-stock 'Busa,
Marasco also had his notorious TT5-supercharged, nitrous-equipped *Loch
Mess Monster” Hayabusa grudge-racer, and there was nothing we wanted to
see more than th

e Viper and the Loch Mess Monster run it out in an impromp-
tu, hig-bucks grudge race. But the Viper quys—young stockbroker types—
were slow to come around. The gambler in Marasco wouldn't let it go, and
soon he offered up a milder, &0-inch, normally aspirated 'Busa, but the car
Quys
Fo

were too wrapped up in their own little world to play.

e had our box-stock ‘Busa to entertain ourselves. After the
erated break-in was complete, the hike posted a peak horsepower num-
fyno. On the track, Hamby nailed a 9.909 at

tunately, w

ber of 163 on the portable

142.11 mph on the first pass—a number that had everybody smiling. Keep in

mind there are 30 to 40 guys who show up at every Prostar or AHDRA event
with race-tuned, wheelie-bar and slick-equipped dragbikes who run the 9.90
ndex Super Gas class, and 5tu hit a top-four Super Gas qualifying time the
first pass out on a stock bike assembled on the starting line at the track! And

Hamby wouldn't even call that a good pass. °|

dn't get it wide open
cause it was wheelying,” he reported. "When you can't take it to the redling,
t really hurts it in first gear”

Stu rang up an amazing 9.770 at 142.81 on the second pass of a planned
three-pass session when Marasco decided the bike's life as a stocker was over,

ed to wark on the clutch,” he reasoned, noticing that the bike's 60-

foot time dimbed from a 1.64 to a 1,69,

“It's 'getting hot,” confirmed Hamby. "It grabbed, and the dutch hopped a
little bit. But | held it wide-open through first, and that’s where it made up all
the time."

"8 9,70 is better than we expected, so we're movin® on,” said Marasco. The
1 2:15 p.m., just two hours into the project.
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Time To Tune

Marasca's 8-hour hop-up strategy began predictably, with a lighter, freer-flow
ing exhaust system. Naturally, Marasco selected one of his own street-legal
TsukigifM5P Spec 2 exhaust systems, Truthfully, through the magic of nitrous,

the project bike would probably get into the 8s without the 3899 pipe, so you

can argu
with: The Tsukigif5P pipe is a real looker that brings with it a deep, throaty

bout whether it is necessary or not. But one thing you can't angue

burble—and for that alone, it's worth the cash for most of us. Removing and
acing the pipe is a simple job when you have all day, but with the dock
the tight confines between the Hayabusa's engine block and the radia-
e this a tedious task

For the best possible performance, the TsukigMSFP pipe requires a modified

box, and Marasco brought a pe yith him to ensure a
good result. This move raised some suspicions on the part of photographer
Matt Polito, who pondered the ethical implications of premodified parts for
the timed project. “Mine i a conservative interpretation of the rubes,” rea
soned Polito, who could feel the tension rise. “You quys are real sensitive

it this, | can s

veaked piece alon

"Look!” Marasco exclaimed in mock hysteria as he grabbed an MPS electri-
cal piece off the table. "Someone put the end on this terminal already! And |
it my socks an before | g Not to mention we unloaded the
iler and set up the dyno while we waited for you and Hailey to have a good

k

t here today

* conceded Polito, belching up the aroma of his Cracker Barrel

With the opened

J-up airflow
Marasco had to reprogram the "Busa's fuel injection. He chose the ubiguitouws
Dynojet Power Commander [l USE for that task. "You got to have one of
these, It's all about the map with these things,” said Marasco, who brought
his Power Commander with his own map already programmed in. This is

al to making a hike per-

jed by the aftermarket pipefairbox combao,

where a tuner with Marasco's EXPENENCE 15 50 T

form to the best of its abdlities.

“I'll be honest with you,” Polito said, looking at his watch. " think you're
gonna wrap this up in & hours. When 8 hours comes around we’re gonna be
celebrating over a nice seafood dinner.”

*Paid for with the $8000 we win off the Viper guys,” someone added

But dinner speculation proved presumptuous, Marasco's plan also induded
dropping down one tooth (from 17 to 16) on the front sprocket, but they for-
II” Davis to

nan short for

got to bring the correct sprocket along, so it was up to “Freba

drive to Tampa to retrieve another. This sethack left the team

the next hour,

The assembly continued. Hamby installed an MPS lower rap on the
front end and adjustable lowering links (378) out back. The frame had to be
drilled and tapper e MPS air shifter ($419), and the
ift lever had to be ground shghtly to fit

a5 up to Marasco to install his MSP-meodified clutch hub ($49). The
stock Hayabusa clutch is equipped with an anti-back-torque pressure assist

f 5 the clutch to keep the rear tire from locking up when
y quickly under deceleration. While this is great for a

I'so Rudd could

g causes it to jump and buck under a
ot to get out of the hole as quickly
s welding the two pheces of the

tiffer springs (to
pressure |ost because the pressure assist was eliminat-
clutch sufficient to stand up to the added horsepower,
n of the dutch mod, the team suffered yet another set-
eaned the 'Busa over anto Hill's shoulde
; en we were leaning the bike over, the dutch lever hit my
arm and knocked the plunger loose,” said Hill. *50 we had to rebleed the
clutch m nder, and that added another half hour, Bummer,
¢, Rudd installed an MPS race wiring harmess ($53) and M5D
gnition module ($29.56). Davis finally returned with the sprocket and added a

of VP Ultimate 4 ra 5

while reinstalling the

aSIEr

n the meanti

now 5:15 pom., and while Marasco wasn't exactly breaking a sweat,
5 starting to mowve around with slightly more urgency. Soon the big

Busa was back on the dyno. Hill checked for air leaks as Marasoo wicked the
throttle and Davis manually charged the air shifter (Team MSF also forgot to
pack an on-board compressar). Then the "Busa screamed through the gears
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once more as the gathered crowd covered their ears 4 LE]

The bolt-on modifications yielded an honest 178 peak horsepower. “That's
jable to go in the 8s without the nitrous!” exclaimed Davis

“Put cams in it and you're talking almost 190, said Marasco. “Add a piston
kit and you're talking 200.”

“What we should probably do to save time is put the bottle on it now
nstead of before Hamby takes it out again,” Marasco said, looking at his
watch and brushing sweat off his brow

With' the bike still on the dyno, Rudd plumbed the MPS dry nitrous kit (3349)
as Josh heated the bottle out
tively wailed as it rang up 220 horsepower on the dyno. It was & pm., 5 hours
and 45 minutes since the crate was first cracked open, and the sun was just dip
ping below the tops of the trailers parked to the west. The weather forecast for
the next day wasn't promising, so it was time to wrap this business up

“Let’s try to go fast without the nitrous first; we should be able to go 9. I B
9.17,9.18 on motor,” Marasco said as we headed toward the starting line

de the trailer. With the bottle on, the 'Busa posi-

was 6:08 pum. when 5tu made his next run, the 9.232 at 149.42 mph falling
short of the off-the-bottle goal. 5till, that's with stock wheels, brakes, tires,
etc., and it was only the third pass on the bike since it was assembled earlier
n the day. The 1.529 60-foot time was a vast improvement over the earlier
runs at stock ride height, but Marasco saw something he didn't like in the
6.01/123 eighth-mile time. "I think the clutch is slipping,” he said. "We'll let
him make another hit and see what happens.”

But the &0-foot fell off to 1.538 on the second pass, and so did the ET and
mph: 9.285 at 148.34. "He had to back out of it,” groaned Marasco. The clock
moving forward, but [ha. bike was going 'I other way.

" Marasco said as he removed the clutch cover, After

"Woo, this baby's |
the adjusts made, the sun was long gone, and this was the do-
or-die pass. The bottle was armed, and Hamby headed to the water bos. He it
up the tire and sent smoke rolling past the tail and b .-ull ights. The tree tumed
green and Hamby twisted it hard. This pass looked i : he five
(remember, the 'Busa only made five passes in three cor ,an J
scorehoard revealed it to be true; 8,980 at 156.79 mph  5ix

and a half hours after the "Busa first saw the light of day. Elated, but still criti-
cal, Marascoo looked at the timeslip. " The clutch is still slipping!”
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American Suzuki:
wwaw.suzukicycles.com,

Maximum Street Performance:
Wi mspracing.com,
{740) 788-9212

Muotoroycle Performance Specialties:
WWW.Msracing com,

Bradenton Motorsports Park:
wwwbradentonmotorsports.com,
(941} 748-1320
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The Widow Maker: Pit Stop’s Iatest two-wheeled t.errnr

Starboyz Stuntfest, Etrrpfest,
Kyle Woods, Christian Pfeiffer,

905 RAll Stars and more!

Killer Customs:

Palm Beach Sportbike Build-0ff

All-0ut Speed:

Sportbike Drag Racing With NOPI

Your Next Bike:

Super Streetbike of the Year
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A Motorcwchist/Sport Ader Special




